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Ti nnisoa"a

TimiSoara, considerati capitala provinciei istorice Banat,
este cel mai important centru urban din vestul 15rii, un
ora; multietnic si multiconfesional, cu un valoros patri-
moniu arhitectural 9i o viald culturalS dinamicS.

Atestat; documentar in secolul al Xlll-lea, Timigoara
a fost sute de ani motiv de disputi intre imperiile din
Europa Centrali ;i lmperiul Otoman. in 1918, Banatul

;i-a proclamat insi unirea cu Rom6nia, fapt care a

avut loc un an mai t6rziu, odatd cu intrarea trupelor
rom6ne;ti in orag.

Apropierea de principalele centre urbane din
Europa a ficut din Timi;oara un orat progresist, locul
mai multor premiere nalionale si europene. Timi;oara
a fost primul ora; din Rom6nia care a avut strdzile
iluminate cu gaz (1857), primul in care a circulat
tramvaiul tras de cai (1869) gi prlmul oras european
in care s-a introdus, in 1884, iluminatul electric'al
strdzilor. La aceste premiere tehnologice se adaugd ;i
una in plan politic. in urma unor proteste de amploare,
pe 20 decembrie 1989, Timi5oara s-a proclamat liberi
de comunism, marcAnd inceputul revoluliei care a dus
la cdderea regimului lui Nicolae Ceausescu.

lnima Timigoarei, cartierul Cetate, urmasul cetelii
militare construite de austrieci intre anii 1732 ,i
1760, pdstreazi in mare parte structura urbanistici
riguroasd, realizatd incep6nd cu secolul al XVlll-lea, gi

caracterul unitar al oraselor baroce, fapt care i-a adus
supranumele de Mica Vien5.

Cladirile care inconjoari Piala Unirii, timp de secole
locul evenimentelor religioase, politice ;i culturale,
formeazd cel mai important ansamblu baroc din

secolul al XVlll-lea din 1ari. Spiritul deschis al Timi;oarei
este demonstrat de construirea aici a catedralelor celor
doud confesiuni predominante din orag, romano-
catolici si ortodoxS: Domul Romano-Catolic (1736-
1774), realizat de maestrul barocului vienez, Joseph
Emanuel Fischer von Erlach, privegte spre Catedrala
Ortodoxt Sdrbd (1745-1748), parle a unui complex
care inglobeazd ;i elegantul Palat Episcopal, cu o
elaborati faladd in stil eclectic, cu influenle bizantine.

La sud de Piala Unirii se intinde Piala Libert;Iii.
Amenajati probabil pe locul pielei oragului medieval,
a adipostit incep6nd din secolul al XVlll-lea mai multe
clddiri cu funclie militari, dintre care se mai pistreazd
fostul Generalat (1727), fosta Cancelarie de Rizboi
(ridicatd in 1727) ;i Cazinoul Militar (1744-1775\.

in mijlocul pietei troneazd statuia Sfintei Maria ;i a

Sf6ntului Nepomuk (1753-1756). La doi pa5i de Piala
Libertatii se afl5 Sinagoga din Cetate (1863-1865),

proiectati in stil eclectic istorist de arhitectul vienez
Carl Schumann. Decoraliunile maure, la modd in epoci,
amintesc de evreii sefarzi (spanioli), stabilili la Timiqoara
in perioada st6p6nirii otomane. Comunitatea sefardd

;i cea askenazd numira in perioada interbelici circa
1 200 de persoane.

Amenajati la sf6r;itul secolului al XIX-lea, dupi
demolarea fortificafiilor oragului (din care s-a pistrat
doar Bastionul Maria Theresia), Piala Victoriei, cunos-
cuti gi ca Piala Operei, este flancatd de clidiri emblema-
tice, precum Palatul Culturii (Opera), care adiposteste
in spatelefaladei cu accente neobizantine, reconstruitd
in 1933 de arhitectul Duiliu Marcu, Opera, Teatrul
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Tt rnisoar-a

TimiSoara, the capital of the historical province of the
Banat, is the largest urban cente in western Romonia,
a multi-ethnic and religiously diverse city with an
outstanding orchitectural heritage and dynamic
cultural life.

First mentioned in documents dating to the thirteenth
century, TimiSoara was for centuries fought over by the
kingdoms of Central Europe and the Ottoman Empire.
ln 1918 the Banat proclaimed its unification with the
Kingdom of Romania, with Romanian troops setting
their seal on the decision when they entered the city the
following year.

Historically, its proximity to Europe's large urban
centres has made TimiSoara a progressive city, the site of
many national and European firsts. For example, in 1857
Tim$oara became the first city in the territory of what is

now Romania to have gas street lighting, in 1869 it was
the first in the region to intoduce horse-drawn trams,
and in 1884 it was the first city in Europe to introduce
electric street lighting. On 20 December 1989, Timiqoara
was the first city in Romania to proclaim itself free of
communism, marking the beginning of the Revolution
thot led to the downfall of the Ceauyscu rdgime.

The heart of Tim$oara is the Cetate quarter, originally
o fortress built by the Austrian military between 1732
and 1760. ln lorge part the city preserves the structure
of its early-eighteenth-century urban planning and
Baroque architecture, earning it the sobriquet of 'the
Little Vienna!

The buildings that surround Pia,ta lJnirii, for centuries
the centre of the city's religious, political, and cultural
life, form Romania's most significant ensemble of

Baroque architecture. Timiparo's spirit of openness
is here demonstrated by the coexistence of two
cathedrals representing the city's two main Christian
denominations, the Roman Catholic and the Orthodox:
the Roman-Catholic Duomo (1736-74), designed by
Viennese Baroque architect Joseph Emanuel Fischer von
Erlach, faces the Serbian Orthodox Cathedral (1 745-48),
part of a complex that includes the Episcopal Palace with
its e leg a nt Byza nti n e-i nfl u en ced ec I e ct i c fa gad e.

South of Pia.ta Unirii stretches Piola Libertalii. Situated
on what had likely been the square of the mediaeval
town, the plaza was from the eighteenth century the site
of a number of military buildings, of which are preserved
the General's Office (1727),the Chancellery of War (1727),

and the Military Casino (1744-1775). ln the middle of
the plaza stands the statue of St Mary ond St Nepomuk
(1753-1756). A stone's throw from Pioya Libertd.tii can
be found the Cetate Synagogue (1863-1865), designed
in the historicist eclectic style by Viennese architect Carl
Schumann. The Moorish ornaments, fashionable in
their day, are a reference to the Spanish culture of the
Sephardi Jews who settled in TimiSoara during the period
of Ottoman rule. ln the interwar period Timi;oara's
Sephardi and Ashkenazi community numbered around
one thousand two hundred.

Laid out in the late-nineteenth century after the
demolition of the city's fortifications, of which only the
Theresia Bastion has been preserved, Piala Victoriei,
also known as Opera Plaza, is flanked by a number of
emblematic buildings: the Palace of Culture (Opera),

which, behind its neo-Byzantine fagade, redesigned in
1933 by architect Duiliu Marcu, houses the Opera, the
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